‘I changed the way the collecting world works’

When youwalkthrough the
doors intothe Auto Exotica
exhibit at the Canadian In
ternational AutoShow (it's on
Level 100 of the Metro Toronto
Convention Centre's north
building), the first thing you see
on your left, upagainsta wall, is
adisplay of colourful auto
racing crash helmets, driver
uniforms and racing glovesand
shoes.

Called the Hall ofFame Col
lection, itis anabsolutely mind-
boggling assortment of
motorsportmemorabilia. What
started outasahobby for its
curator hasbecomeasuc
cessful business with spinoffs.
(BeforeI goanyfurther here, I
wantto stress that the Hall of
Fame Collectionisa private
business and has no connec
tion withthenearby Canadian
Motorsport Hall ofFame dis
playthat featuresared 1986
Lola that wasraced in the
CART championship that
seasonby the legendaryMario
Andretti.)

The for-profit Hall ofFame
Collectionbelongs toan En
glishimmigrantnamedDarren
Jack. Jackis 39 nowand has
beenin love withautoracing
since hewas 4, whenhe saw his
firstGrand Prixin Italy.

"We went to the San Marino
Grand Prix and someonehad
lefta Ferrari flagon the floor
near wherel wasstanding," he
told me this week at the Auto
Show, whichdoses to the
publicat6 pm. Sunday.

"Theraceended andnoone
came back to claim it, somy
dad let me takeit. It wasmy first
motorsport souvenir and the
interesting thing about that
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owner Darren Jack with Max Verstappen's.steering wheel.

flag is that it had Gilles Ville
neuve and his Ferrari racing car
onit."

Jack keeps his collection,
whichis worthserious, serious
money, in his southern Ontario
home. Some ofitis on display at
the Paddock Club in Bur
lington (anexclusive, mem
bers-only facility catering to
motorsport families while
other timesit'staken to cele
brations, such as the annual
AutoShow where, for aprice,
anybody can walkaway witha
pieceofmotor racinghistory.
Ifyou'rea fan, you find your
selfbehavinglikeakidina
candy store when youwalk into
the Hall of Fame Collection.
Here'saracesuit womby James
Hinchdliffe. Over there are
helmets belonging to Nigel
Mansell, Scott Dixon and Fer-

nando Alonso. Seethose tiny
redshoes? They wererace
wornby Sebastian Vetteland
let me say that the four-time
world champion surehas little
feet.

Jackhas trophies and other
memorabilia on display- and
for sale- atthe: AutoShow. One
thing in particular caught my
eye: thesteering wheeloff the
Red Bull raced last season by
Max Verstappen. Every itemin
the collectionhas been either
race-wornor usedina race.
Everythingis autographed and
authenticatedas toits
legitimacy.

Afterhemade off with the
Ferrari flagin Italy and spirited
ithome to Preston, Lancashire,
intheUK, Jack started col
lecting in earnest. He started

keeping programs and getting

autographsfromthe driversof
theday.

"Tloved taking photographs
andI got the driversto sign
them," hesaid. "And they would
startaskingme, 'Where did you
get this picture?' and I would
say, 'Well, I took it; and they
wouldsay, 'Can] getone?' and
I'dsay, 'Ofcourse,’ and I would
getthemaprint.

"These werethe days before
Facebook and Google and they
would askfor a photograph and
I'dgivethemoneand they'dsay,
'What canI do for you?' and so
they'd giveme a pair ofold
gloves, or avisor.

"ThenT'd perhapstrade
something withanother collec
torandI'd pay attention to what
they were looking for. If
something that I knew some
one was looking for showed up,
I'dbuyitand sellit to them.
Some collectors don't want to
partwith thingsbut I think you
have toin order to growyour
collection.”

Andhehas capitalized on
personal relationships that have
built upas the resultofhis
collecting activities. He did
some work trying to find spon
sorship for James Hinchcliffe
andis working withanother
IndyCar driver these days,
AlexanderRossi. While he has
anappreciation of Nascar
drivers, "I focus on Formula
One, IndyCar and sports car
racersand that keepsmeplen ty

Jack says that rightnow, today,
his is probably the world's
largest motorsport
memorabilia collection. Hehas
500 helmets, witha couple of
hundred available for sale. He
estimates he hasabout300 race-
usedsuits andhe'salways trying

tomatdiup the driver's gloves
"I think I changed the way the

collecting world works," he said.
"Twasthe first one to decide that
I'was going to collect Nigel
Mansell's helmet, withhis
racingsuit, his gloves andhis
boots. Alot of collectors
couldn't figure out what they
werecollecting. I said, if wecan
getthe full set, that's his kit, you
know, andsoalotof the high-
end collectors now areafter the
whole thing."

Hesaysthemost popular items
hesells are thehelmets.

"People like the helmets
becausethey can putthemin
their office. They're a great way
to start a conversation, to break
theice."

And does he have anythinghe
would neversell? That would be
partofhis collection forever?
"Yes,"hesaid. "There are many
items I wouldn'tsell.

"Let's start withmy Indianap
olis 500 winning drivers collec
tion. Ihave managed to obtain
anoriginalwomhelmetand
suit fromevery Indy 500 win
nerfrom1957-2018. I evenhave
threeearlier than that dating
back to Louis Meyer'sdriving
'hat' fromthelate1920s.

Tmveryproud ofmy suit from
1911 Indy 500 polesitter .
LewisStrang. And I have13 of

(thelate) Dan Wheldon's hel
mets and I'll always have one of
those with me until the day i
die. Samewith Scott Dixon's, as
he gaveme that one (whichis on
display) along time ago and it
means much more to me thrul
any I have bought.

"He'sagood friend ofmine and
I'm superproud of howwell he
has done on and off the track."



